
GCSEs 2016: 

Supporting your Child 
 
 
 
Your son/daughter only has a few weeks before the start of their GCSE 
examinations, which begin on 16th May 2016.  You really can make a difference by 
supporting them through, what can be a difficult and stressful time.  This ‘Guide’ 
aims to provide some information and advice on how best to support them, as well 
as prepare you and them for the forthcoming exams.  We look forward to working in 
partnership with you.   
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Inside you will find information on: 
 

- Supporting students in the lead up to the examination period. 
- Support available in school 
- Who can help? 
- Top Revision Tips 
- Getting prepared for the examinations 
- What to expect on Results Day 

 
If you would like any further support or help, please get in contact with the school.   
 
 

We wish your son/daughter every success in their exams and for the future. 
  

 



 

Support in the Lead up to the Exams 

 
1. Attendance and Punctuality 
It is vital that your child is attending school every day and is on time.  Students who have poor 
attendance are less likely to perform well in their GCSEs.  Lessons at this point in Year 11 are fully 
geared towards finishing courses, revision and practising examination questions.  Every lesson 
counts.   
 

2. Completing Controlled Assessment and Coursework 
It is likely your son/daughter will have completed many of their controlled assessment pieces or 
coursework already, however if there are still some subjects they are working on, then please 
encourage them to complete this and ensure deadlines are met.  In some subjects the controlled 
assessment is worth 60% so it is important it is handed in on time.  All controlled assessments 
must be sent to the examination boards by the beginning of May. 
In addition, there may be other subjects (Drama, Dance, Music and Art) where final practical 
examinations will be taking place.  It is important that they are organised and fully prepared for 
this.   
 
Key Dates:  
Final Art Examination  - Monday 18th and Tuesday 19th April.   
Moderated Final Performance in Drama – Friday 6th May.  
Moderated Final Performance in Dance – Thursday 12th May. 

 

 
3. Start Revision Now 
It is never too early to start!  We encourage students to create a 
timetable to support their revision.  This will help them organise 
the subjects they need to focus on and ensure they spread 
them across the week.  In tutor time and in assembly they have 
been working on plans and should bring these home to share 
with you.  As a parent, supporting them each evening to 
complete revision is vital and will help them to keep focused.   
A balance of work and leisure is essential.  Your child may need 
some help in getting this balance right! 
 
There are revision guides/books available for different subjects.  If you need further information 
about which are appropriate, then please contact the relevant Curriculum Leader for further 
guidance.  We also have a number of copies of different revision guides which students may wish 
to use in the KS4 Centre. 
 

4. Easter School 
After the success of last year, we are running a 3 day revision school during the Easter holidays, 
from 6th to 8th April.  Hopefully your son/daughter has already signed up for this and selected the 
sessions they would like to attend.  This is a great opportunity to receive further help and prepare 
them further before the start of the Summer Term and the run-up to the start of the exams in May.  
If you would like to sign-up, then please contact Mr Clifford or Mrs Smith, Assistant Headteachers. 
 

5. Exams Pack 
Before Easter students will bring home a pack including their individual exam timetables.  Please 
help them to check through and add the dates to your home calendar so they can prepare well 
and organise their school, social and family time well. 

 

 



 

Support in School 

 
In addition to lesson time, homework tasks and Easter School, we also 
offer the following to help support your child further: 

 Subject revision programmes - subjects will organise them, often 
at lunchtimes and after school.  Please encourage your child to 
attend. 

 Invitations for targeted students who may need additional help in 
certain subject areas. 

 Learning Development are available to support our SEND 
students with any concerns. 

 Some students will have mentors to support them in certain 
subject areas e.g. Maths. 

A half- termly letter is sent out with the list of additional revision and 
'catch-up' sessions that are running for each half term. 

 
 

Who can help? 

 
There are a team of people who are here to help students through the examination time, starting 
with their subject teachers.   If you have a question or concern then please contact the school via 
telephone or email. 
 
 0116 2782388 
 
 swhs@ southwigston.leics.sch.uk 
 
Mrs S Webb - Headteacher 
Ms N Squires - Deputy Headteacher 
Mrs K Smith - Assistant Headteacher, Curriculum 
Mr M Barsby - Y11 Pastoral Leader 
Mr K Baker - Y11 Pastoral Support 
Mr R Anderson - Examinations Officer 

Mrs S Robinson - Special Arrangements 
Mr J Singh - Careers Advisor 
 

Curriculum Leaders: 
Miss M Rossa - English 
Miss R Melvin - Maths 

Mr T Perkins - Science 
Mr M Meneely - Humanities 
Mrs K Harrison - Languages 

Mrs C Stewart - Art and Design 

Miss T Morris - Physical Education 
Miss S Oakland - Performing Arts 
Mr S Telfer - Computing and ICT 

Mrs S Choudhury - Learning Development 

 



TOP REVISION TIPS 

 
Below are some helpful tips on supporting your child with revision.  They will 
be given further support and revision activities in lessons too. 
 
 
 
 

 Ensure there is somewhere in the home suitable to study. 
 

 Help and encourage your child to be organised, using notebooks/revision cards etc. 
 

 Ensure they eat and drink properly.  The brain needs fuelling. 
 

 Revision sessions should last no longer than half an hour, or an hour at most.  Take regular 
breaks and switch subjects. 
 

 Plan out what needs to be covered in each subject and work through this.  Tackle the 
difficult bits first. 
 

 Revisit topics several times. 
 

 Ensure that revision is 'active', making use of the methods they have been taught, for 
example, mind maps, brief notes on post its/cards, pictures, diagrams, testing, practise 
questions. 
 

 Make use of revision guides, or good revision websites such as BBC Bitesize, Doddle or 
MyMaths. 
 

 Be supportive - talk through what they have been revising.  This will help to further cement 
it. 

 
 

 
 

  

 



Getting Prepared for the Examinations 

 
The examinations will run from 16th May to 24th June.  After May half term, there will be a 
different timetable available which will support students in the subjects still to be examined.  It is 
important they attend these sessions. 
 
The exam period can be a stressful time, and we would recommend the following: 
 
 Ensure they have time for revision between exams, ensuring that weekends are not too 

busy to enable this to happen.  Encourage regular breaks. 
 

 Emphasise the need for sleep, especially the night before the exam. 

 
 
On the Day of the Exam 
 Arrive on time, at least 30 minutes before the exam is due to start.  The 

individual candidate timetable in the 'Exams Pack', provided at Easter, 
contains the seat number for each exam.  Encourage your child to be 
organised and check this for each exam. 

 
 Morning sessions begin at 9am, and afternoon sessions at 1.30pm.  The 

length of examination papers vary and they may not finish until after 
school hours.   

 
 Check they have all the necessary equipment, including black pens, HB pencils, sharpener, 

eraser, ruler and calculator (where allowed).  The use of correction pens is not allowed. 
 
 School uniform is expected. 

 
 They may also bring a bottle of water.  This needs to be see-through and the label must be 

removed.  No fizzy drinks or cans allowed. 
 
 As per school policy, mobile phones and other electrical items should be left at home 

 
 
 
 

Results Day 2016 

 
GCSE results are available to students on Thursday 25th August in the 
Main Hall from 8.30 - 9.30am.   
 
 
They must be collected in person, by your child, or if by another adult, 
then a signed letter of authorisation must be provided.  Results will not 
be given out over the telephone.  Alternatively, you can provide a 
stamped addressed envelope and results will be posted to you.  Full 
details of this can be found in the exams pack. 

 
 

 

 


