
23rd April 1564 
Shakespeare’s 

birth. 

1582 
Shakespeare marries 

Anne Hathaway. 

1589-1593 

Shakespeare writes ‘Comedy of Errors’, ‘Richard III’ 

and becomes an established playwright in London. 

1594-1596 
Shakespeare founds an acting company and writes 

‘A Midsummer Night’s Dream’ and ‘Romeo and 

Juliet’ . 

1597-1599 
Shakespeare buys ‘New Place’ – the 

second biggest home in Stratford, 

and writes ‘Julius Caesar’ and 

‘Much Ado about Nothing’. 

1603 

James I is crowned King and 

Shakespeare renames his acting 

group, ‘The King’s Men’ . 

1600-1608 
‘Hamlet’, ‘Macbeth’ 

and ‘Twelfth Night’ 

are written. 

1609-1611 

Shakespeare’s sonnets are 

published, and he writes, 

‘The Tempest’. 

1612-1616 

‘Henry VIII’ is 

written. 

23rd April 1616 
Shakespeare’s 

death. 

English Knowledge Organiser 

Year: 7 Term: Autumn 1 Unit: An Introduction to Shakespeare 

Terminology: 
Soliloquy 
Stage direction 
Act 
Scene 
Iambic Pentameter 
Repetition  
Hyperbole  
Simile 
Metaphor 
Genre 
Character 

Tips for writing your analysis: 
Terminology – the specific device that Shakespeare has used e.g. simile, 
repetition, adjective 
Evidence – the quotation you are analysing 
Analysis – what the effect of the quotation is on you, Shakespeare’s audience 
and a modern audience. 
 
Within your analysis, you could comment on: 

- what the word or phrase literally means 
- what it could imply metaphorically 

how your ideas could be applied to the bigger picture – is there a symbolic 
meaning? 

Independent glossary: use this space to make a note of words that you 
learn in this unit, and their definitions.  

Key words: 
Shakespeare 
Playwright 
Audience 
Romance 
Comedy 
Tragedy 
Elizabethan  
 

Famous plays: 
Macbeth 
Romeo and Juliet 
The Tempest 
King Lear 
Twelfth Night 
Othello 
A Midsummer Night’s Dream 
Hamlet 
Richard III 
Much A do about Nothing 

Key Quotations: add the details of who says these 
quotations and the play they are from. 
‘Now would I give a thousand furlongs of sea for an 
acre of barren ground…’ 
 
‘If music be the food of love, play on…’ 
 
‘Be thy intents wicked or charitable…I will speak to 
thee.’ 
 
‘I, that am curtailed of this fair proportion, 
Cheated of feature by dissembling nature, 
Deformed, unfinished, sent before my time 
Into this breathing world’ 
 
 

Shakespeare in a sentence (or two): 
The Tempest: Prospero uses magic to reclaim 
his dukedom and find a husband for his 
daughter, Miranda. 
Twelfth Night: Orsino loves Olivia. Olivia loves 
Cesario. Cesario is really Viola, who loves 
Orsino. 
King Richard III: Edward’s brother, Richard, 
kills everyone in his way and seizes the throne, 
only to lose it and his life. 
Hamlet: A young prince plans revenge against 
his murdering uncle. 

Core Skills: Punctuation 

Timeline of Shakespeare’s life and works 
 

 
 
 
 



 


