
 
 
 
 
SW/BW/admin/heads admin/letter to parents – assessment system 

 
12th December 2017  
 
 
Dear Parents/Carers 
 
I am writing to explain the new assessment system we have introduced for students in Years 
7, 8 and 9 (KS3).  As you may be aware, nationally, systems of assessment have changed 
in both primary and secondary schools.  Secondary schools are now required to introduce 
their own assessment system for Years 7, 8 and 9. 
 
South Wigston has developed a system which allows us to track students’ progress 
throughout their five years at the school. 
 
In the early years, students will be allocated a target band each year, based on their 
primary school results and our teacher assessments.   
 
Each time teachers enter data about your child they will enter their current working at 
band.  In this way, you will be able to see if your child is making progress towards their 
target.  The working at band will be coloured gold (exceeding expected progress), green 
(making expected progress), amber (almost expected progress) or red (working very below 
target).  In other words, if your child’s working at band is coloured gold or green, they are 
where they should be in that subject! 
 
The new target bands use the new GCSE 9-1 terminology.  In addition, we have created 
three foundation bands to ensure that all students have a correct starting point. 
 
In Year 10 and 11 students are given a single aspirational target for GCSE or equivalent 
qualification. This might be a 1, 2, 3, 4, 5, 6, 7, 8 or 9.  Grade 4/5 - is the equivalent of a C, 
Grade 6 - is the equivalent of a B,  Grade 7 and above - is the equivalent of an A/A*. 
 
 
PE 
 

For PE, we have set targets based on criteria that best suits the ability of your child in that 
subject area.  So this may vary slightly from other subject areas. 
 
We will continue to use our usual attitude to learning grades (ATL) which report on your 
child’s motivations and contribution, independence, behaviour, homework and organisation.  
Please see copy attached. 
 
If you have any queries, please do not hesitate to contact Miss Jones, Assistant 
Headteacher. 
 
Thank you for your continuing support. 
 
Yours sincerely 
 

 
 
Mrs S Webb 
Headteacher 


