
 

 

 

 

MH/BW/admin/maths/letter to parents – tips & revision resources 

19th March 2018  

 

Dear Parent/Carer 

It is now only a little over 8 weeks until the first Mathematics examination.  The Maths 
Department have put together some tips and revision resources to ensure your son/daughter 
is fully prepared, confident and skilled enough to achieve results of which we can all be proud.  
Remember the Level 4 is the pass grade and anything below will mean students resit Maths 
next year.  Passing GCSE with 5 good grades, including Maths will increase career earnings 
on average by £140,000 (DOE, March 2015). 
 

Maths GCSE Exam Dates, AQA 8300 

Paper 1 Thursday 24 May Morning No Calculator 

Paper 2 Tuesday 7 June Morning Calculator 

Paper 3 Thursday 12 June Morning Calculator 
 

On-Line Revision  
 

All students have been given access to these sites and information about their passwords. 

Hegarty Maths: Name, DOB & their password.  Videos, quizzes and exam style questions 

PiXL Maths App: School ID; SW1139 User ID; Surname>First Initial< Password; maths1617 
 

Teacher Led Revision 

During Form Time 

Gr8 – Wk 1 – Thursday Registration, Wk 2 

– Tuesday and Wednesday Registration 

M4/ASDAN 

No Limits – Wk 1 - Tuesday and 

Wednesday Registration, Wk 2 – 

Thursday Registration - M4/ASDAN 

Accelerate – Wednesday Registration – M6 

Every Thursday 3-4pm 

Class of 56 – M1 

Accelerate – M6 

VIP (H) – M3 

VIP (F) – M7 

Open Intervention – SDS 

Other Revision Resources 
 

- CGP Revision Guides & Workbook Clearance Price £1.50 each 
- Casio Calculator Fx-83 £6.25 

 

This is both a stressful and exciting time for Year 11’s and we would like to remind students 
that, should they require it, they can seek help and support from any member of the maths 
department during lessons, in intervention or otherwise. We would like to wish year 11 the 
best of luck with their revision and final preparation over the coming months. 
 

Yours sincerely 

 

Mr M Haynes 

Curriculum Leader of Mathematics  

 

Ms N Mullins 

Assistant Curriculum Leader of 

Mathematics



GCSE Mathematics 

5 Top Tips for Success for students and parents 

Practise makes Perfect: 

The important thing to recognise when revising mathematics is that it’s a discipline that 
depends on understanding. Unlike most other subjects, memorising and parroting answers 
isn’t going to do the job (with a few minor exceptions, though we’ll return to those later); 
instead, the best technique is to practise, practise, practise.  

If you’re finding yourself short on time, prioritise the questions that you frequently get wrong. 
Challenge yourself sooner rather than later, and do a little bit of the harder stuff every day up 
until your exam; you’ll pick it up a lot quicker than you’d think.  

There are only a finite number of possible question types that you can be asked, so the best 
thing that you can do to prepare before the exam is to rehearse as many as possible.  

Past papers are the obvious solution, as they are a good indicator of the standard required 
and the type of questions the examiners ask. As you work through the questions, mark down 
the ones you get wrong and make sure you revisit them before the day of the exam, to ensure 
that you’re not making repeat errors.  

Remember, mistakes can often be the best way to learn! 

Learn & Churn: 

There are some GCSE topics that buck this trend; namely circle theorems and those involving 
formulas. These fall under the ‘learn and churn’ category; you really just need to know the 
answers off by heart. First off, for circle theorems, I would suggest making up revision cards 
for each individual theorem.  

The formulas that you need to know vary by exam board and also by tier.  

Take a look at a past paper or ask your teacher just to make sure. Plugging values into a 
formula is an easy way to pick up marks, so make sure you don’t lose out due to lack of 
knowledge. The formulas are very easy to memorise. Either stick them up around your 
bedroom, or write them out repeatedly until they are ingrained.  

Familiarise yourself  

Try and get accustomed to the format of the papers. If you’re sitting the Foundation Tier, the 
non-calculator paper will generally progress from shapes and the easier ‘solve’ questions, to 
perhaps some more complicated probability and graph-based problems.  

The calculator paper will be marginally harder throughout, ending in slightly more time-
consuming questions, such as trial and improvement and more complex calculations, with 
multiple parts.  

For those sitting the higher tier, graphs will be more prevalent in the non-calculator paper, 
along with ‘simplify’ and basic ‘solve’ questions (i.e. those that yield an integer value).  



The calculator paper will most likely include more complex trigonometry questions and 
shape/area type problems. Remember to check everything on your calculator once you’ve 
finished the paper; it’s incredibly frustrating to realise that you’ve lost marks due to minor 
numerical errors.  

Use YouTube (constructively)  

If you find yourself really struggling with a topic, there is plenty of help online. YouTube is a 
particularly useful resource in this respect (examples include the HegartyMaths and 
Corbettmaths channels), as well as the Khan Academy website, which gives step-by-step 
video tutorials.  

Listening to someone else explain how to approach the question and talk through the method 
can often bring the clarification required for you to pursue similar questions yourself.  

Keep calm and carry the one 

The most important thing is to have confidence in your own ability. No matter what grade 
you’re aiming for, enough work will ensure that you are capable of achieving it.  

When you’re in the exam, it’s important not to panic. Many an hour of hard work has been 
undone by too short a glance at an intimidating question.  

Do as much of it as you can and remember to show your working. Even if the answer you’ve 
given is wrong, the bulk of your grade will come from method marks.  

If you find yourself getting flustered during the exam, identify the more manageable questions 
and work through those first. This will relax you, get your brain into gear, and give you the 
confidence to take on the more challenging questions.  

Good Luck! 

 

 

 

Read the full article by Ella Simpson here: 

https://www.telegraph.co.uk/education/secondaryeducation/11564015/Last-minute-revision-

tips-for-GCSE-maths.html 

https://www.telegraph.co.uk/education/secondaryeducation/11564015/Last-minute-revision-tips-for-GCSE-maths.html
https://www.telegraph.co.uk/education/secondaryeducation/11564015/Last-minute-revision-tips-for-GCSE-maths.html

