
 

 
 

 

SCK/BW/HR/Heads Admin/SCK/Letter to parents – Ofsted monitoring visit  

 

16th March 2022 

 

 

Dear Parents / Carers 

As you will be aware, school received a monitoring visit by Ofsted on February 10th 2022.  The report 

has now been published and is available to view on our website, using this link here: 

https://www.southwigston.leics.sch.uk/ 

As this was a Section 8 visit, checking on progress since our last inspection in May 2019, there were 

only two findings that could have been made: 

• Leaders within the school are taking effective action towards becoming good 

• Leaders in the school are not taking effective action towards being good 

 

Pleasingly, the Inspector found that Leaders and those responsible for governance are taking 

effective action towards being good at the next inspection.  As I’m sure you can imagine, the 

school are delighted with this finding at this stage. Not least because, at the time of the visit, it was 

only six short weeks since I took over and we began to make the significant changes that we are 

now starting to see around the school. 

We have spent a lot of time in school working on the leadership structure and tightening up internal 

(and external) communication, and so it is very pleasing to see that the inspectors recognise that the 

leadership team is now galvanised and unified.  This is beginning to make a huge impact in terms of 

consistency around the school, although there is still room for further improvement. 

One of the key issues that affects students and parents’ perceptions and enjoyment of school, is 

behaviour.  The lion’s share of the progress seen and felt around school is improvements in this 

area.  School is now calmer, with fewer students out on corridors, and our system of ‘out of lesson 

passes’ is beginning to work.  We will be improving this further now that our newly reshuffled pastoral 

structure is beginning to have impact.  We have recently asked for your renewed support on things 

like uniform and behavioural expectations – this will help us to reinforce our expectations here at 

school. 

The report highlights that further improvements are needed in the curriculum (what students learn in 

lessons) and in the support we give to our more vulnerable students – I agree with these findings 

and we are busy working on plans to improve both of these areas.  We are re-writing curriculums in 

all subject areas with a focus on engagement, excitement and enthusiasm, and making sure that 

students are more actively involved in lessons to bring back a thirst for learning. 

An area I am passionate about is improving relationships and communication with parents / carers.  

We have reintroduced the monthly newsletter and I am going to be moving very shortly to a 

programme of engagement activities, including a parent forum.  If you are interested in joining this 

please drop me a line.  Now Covid restrictions have been relaxed, we are starting to reintroduce 

face-to-face parents’ evenings as well as things like enrichment events for students, trips and visits. 

https://www.southwigston.leics.sch.uk/


 

In closing, I want to reiterate our overarching message that South Wigston CARES.  We are 

relaunching our cultural expectations to reinforce this message and students are starting to hear this 

language around school all the time.  I want you as parents / carers to hold us to account for this 

expectation – please share with us any successes and any things you feel we need to improve 

further. 

I am thrilled to be Acting Principal of this school and the students, and their education means a great 

deal to me personally and professionally.  Please let’s continue to work together to ensure your 

children continue to grow and thrive.   

Please read the report and let us know if there are any things you wish to discuss further. 

 

Take care. 

 

 

STUART KAY 

Acting Principal. 

 
 
 
 


