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South Wigston High School is a mainstream school that serves the community of South 
Wigston. The school serves students aged 11 to 16, mainly receiving pupils from Glen Hills, 
Fairfield and Parkland primary schools. It also attracts pupils from many areas of the city of 
Leicester and the county of Leicestershire. 
 
At South Wigston High School each student’s current skills and level of attainment are 
assessed on entry. We use this data, with any other information from previous schools, to 
decide whether students require Special Educational Needs or Disability (SEND) support. 
 
Through regular assessment we are able to identify students who are making less than 
expected progress for their age and individual circumstances. This may be because their 
progress is: 
 

 Significantly slower than that of their peers starting from the same point 
 Failing to match or better their previous rate of progress 
 Failing to close the attainment gap between the student and their peers 
 Widening the attainment gap 

 
Below you will find information that will answer your questions on Special Educational Needs 
and Disabilities and how we provide for them at South Wigston High School.  
 
 

1. What kinds of Special Educational Needs does South Wigston High School make 
provision for? 

 
Our first response to supporting students with Special Educational Needs and Disabilities 
(SEND) is to provide high quality teaching and a broad and balanced curriculum which 
targets a student’s area of weakness through a personalised plan and bespoke 
interventions. If a student makes less than expected progress, or there are concerns about 
how a student accesses their learning, then the Learning Support Team will assess whether 
the student has SEND. Any student identified as having a learning need will have at least 
one of four broad areas of need. This enables us to make sure we are taking appropriate 
action to support a student’s needs. Below, you can see the four broad areas of need and 
the interventions we put in place, as a school, to support them: 

 

 



Type of need and what that could look 
like 

Examples of support in our school 
 

How we check it is working 

The provision we offer is interchangeable across a range of different needs. 
Provision is matched to the needs of the child regardless of their ‘label’, diagnosis or need type. 
 
Cognition and Learning 
This is when a student learns at a slower 
pace than other students in their class. It 
may be that they have a low reading or 
comprehension age, dyslexia, 
dyscalculia or dyspraxia. 

• Differentiated curriculum, in lessons, through 
quality first teaching 

• Small, Learning Development teaching groups for 
literacy and numeracy 

• Learning Support Assistants in lessons to support 
teacher with differentiated curriculum 

• Screening packages for Dyslexia and literacy 
intervention schemes. 

• Personalised literacy support e.g. Fresh Start, 
Corrective Reading, Inference Training, small 
group literacy intervention, Peer reading buddies, 
Dyslexia support group. 

• Numeracy support e.g Gaps in Mathematical 
Understanding intervention, small group maths 
intervention 

• Dyspraxia and handwriting support group 
• Year 11 exam practice technique and confidence 

building. 
• Regular whole school training on specific learning 

needs 

Monitoring takes place in the 
form of: 

• Lesson Observations of staff 
and students 

• Line Manager meetings with 
staff 

• Student/Mentor/Key Worker 
• SEN reviews 
• Parent review evenings. 
• Work/book scrutinies 
• Key staff inclusion meetings 
• Progress on interventions 
• Progress in lessons 
• Parental contact 
• Staff training registers 

 
 

Assessments takes place in the 
form of: 

• Progress Reports sent home at 
regular intervals. 

• SEN targets reviewed annually 
• Reading & Comprehension 

Ages pre and post intervention 
• External Agency Assessments 
• Parent/Child Views. 
• Teacher views 
• External agency reports 
• Cognitive assessments 
• Assess, Plan, Do, Review 

Communication & Interaction 
This is when a student has difficulty 
communicating with others. This may be 
what they are saying (appropriate use of 
language) or understanding what is being 
said to them and social interaction with 
others 

• Differentiated curriculum, in lessons, through 
quality first teaching 

• Learning Support Assistants in lessons to support 
teacher with differentiated curriculum 

• Homework club at break time 
• Drop In Club during break and lunch 
• Social skills and friendship groups 
• Autistic Spectrum Disorder training – all support 

staff 
• Lunchtime and after school enrichment activities 
• Autism and Learning Support team (external) 



• Key Worker for ASD students 
• 1:1 and small group work on ‘understanding my 

ASD diagnosis’ 
• SENCO is trained to Level 3 in ‘Leading Good 

Autism Practice’ 
• Speech and Language Therapy (external) 

• A graduated approach (see 
page 6) 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

Social, emotional and 
mental health difficulties 
This is when a student displays 
challenging, disruptive or disturbing 
behaviour. This disruptive behaviour is 
managed so it doesn’t affect learning 

• Differentiated curriculum, in lessons, through 
quality first teaching 

• Learning Support Assistant in lessons to 
support teacher with differentiated curriculum 

• Non-teaching Pastoral Tutors 
• Adult mentors 
• Peer buddies 
• School based Counsellor 
• Bereavement group 
• 1:1 mentoring and coaching sessions 
• Behaviour and Attendance Partnership 

(external) 
• Educational Psychologist (external) 

intervention 
• Child & Adolescent Mental Health Service 

(external) referrals 
• Small group interventions for emotional, social 

and communication needs 
• Attachment Training for teachers and TAs. 
• Early Help Intervention Team (external) 
• Family Support Worker 

Sensory and/or physical needs 
This is when a student has a disability 
that hinders them from using the 
educational facilities provided. This may 
be a visual, hearing or multi-sensory or 
physical impairment 

• Differentiated curriculum, in lessons, through 
quality first teaching 

• Learning Support Assistant in lessons to support 
teacher with differentiated curriculum 

• Health and Safety Assessment – to ensure 
student’s needs can be met 



• Visual and Hearing Impairment Risk Assessments 
& adjustments to school (e.g. accessibility/health & 
safety) 

• Specialist Teaching Service (external): VI and HI 
teams, Specialist staff 

• Health Services intervention e.g OT, 
Physiotherapy, Diabetic Team 

• Use of laptops and devices 



 

 
 
 
 

2. How does South Wigston High School identify and assess Special Educational 
Needs and Disabilities (SEND)? 

 
At South Wigston High School we endeavour to ensure each student with SEN get the 
support they need. Subject teachers are responsible for the planning, progress and 
development of students in their class, including the support given by Teaching Assistants or 
external agencies. 
 
We have a thorough teacher and support staff training programme to ensure teachers 
understanding of strategies to support and identify vulnerable students, and their knowledge 
of SEND remains up-to-date. 
 
Parents are invited to express their concerns, and are encouraged to keep in contact with 
Learning Development.  Communication can be in the form of telephone and email 
conversation, face to face meetings, home/school books and parent voice. 
 
Students are assessed by means of: 

• Standardised assessments 
• Observations 
• Staff feedback 



 
When a student is identified as having SEN we use a four-step process to ensure barriers to 
learning are removed and effective provision can be put in place. This process is known as 
the ‘Graduated Approach’ and ensures that parents’ and students’ needs are at the centre of 
all provision provided. 
The SENCO meets with the Educational Psychologist at the start of every term to discuss 
key students and devise a plan of support and assessment. 
 

 
3. How does South Wigston High School evaluate the effectiveness of provisions for 

students with Special Educational Needs and Disabilities? 
 

 
At South Wigston High School we have rigorous assessment and monitoring procedures to 
ensure we are keeping track of student’s progress throughout their time with us. At strategic 
times of the year, parents receive a report on their child’s progress. 
 
Parents of students who are identified as having Special Educational Needs and Disabilities 
will be invited into school to talk about their child’s targets and review the progress they are 
making towards them. These meetings will be based around scheduled meetings planned in 
school such as parents’ evenings, SEN reviews and pastoral meetings. At least once a year, 
parents of students with a statement for SEN or an EHCP, will be invited into school to attend 
their child’s annual review. Here, we review the provisions in place for the student, based on 
the outcomes and recommendations from the plan. Both parents and their child are 
encouraged to contribute to the details held within the plan. 
Inclusion key staff meet daily to discuss pupil progress and concerns, and decide next step 
priorities and external agency provision. 
The SENCo analyses progress, behaviour and attendance data and meets with the SEN 
Governor at regular points in the year. SEN is a key focus of Governor agendas. 
Progress on any literacy and numeracy interventions are tracked in order to inform a next 
steps process using the 3 I’s (Intent, Implementation and Impact). 
 
 
4. What is South Wigston High School’s approach to teaching students with SEND 

and what additional support is provided? 
 
High quality teaching, differentiated for student’s needs, is the first way we respond to 
students who have SEN. Additional intervention and support cannot make-up for a lack of 
good teaching. To support this, teaching at South Wigston High School is regularly reviewed. 
We have a thorough teacher and support staff training programme to ensure teachers 
understanding of strategies to support and identify vulnerable students and their knowledge 
of SEND is up-to-date. 
 
Support Mentors and Learning Support Assistants are used when students with SEND 
require additional support. This may be in the form of in class support or small group 
interventions. The effectiveness of this is reviewed to ensure the intervention is having the 
desired impact. The school employs a Learning Support Mentor who specialises in promoting 
the wellbeing of students with SEN who are also looked after by the Local Authority. 
 
Each SEND student has an individual student profile that is shared amongst staff, the student 
and their parents. 
Students who have received literacy interventions also receive a personalised literacy profile 
that highlights their strengths and areas of difficulty.  
 



Reasonable adjustments are regularly monitored and adapted to avoid, as far as possible, 
any disadvantage which a disabled student may experience because of their disability. 
Examples of these include exam concessions, extra time, readers and scribes in both lessons 
and assessments. 
 
5. What extra-curricular activities can a student with Special Educational Needs and 

Disability access at South Wigston High School? 
 
At South Wigston High School we work hard to ensure that students with SEND engage in 
the activities of the school alongside students who do not have SEND. We will try to make 
sure that students with additional needs are able to take part fully in school visits and events. 
We pride ourselves on being an inclusive school. 
 
In addition to the school curriculum, many subject areas run educational visits to enrich the 
experiences our students have. The school also runs an exciting enrichment programme 
during lunchtimes and after school where all students have the opportunity to broaden their 
experiences outside the curriculum. No student will be excluded from extra-curricular 
activities on the basis of SEND. 
Learning Development welcomes students into the Hub at social times, where they are 
actively engaged in playing games, ICT and socialising with one another. 
 
 

 
6. Does South Wigston High School have a Special Educational Needs Co-ordinator? 

If so, who are they and how can I get in touch with them? 
 
The Special Educational Needs Co-ordinator (SENCO) at South Wigston High School is Ms 
Trolley. She works with students, teachers, parents and external agencies to ensure that 
students’ needs are being met and that impact is being monitored. 
 
Ms Trolley works in school every day and can be contacted on 0116 2782388 or 
NTrolley@southwigston.leics.sch.uk. She will be happy to make an appointment with you to 
discuss any concerns or questions you may have about SEND in our school. 
 
 
7. What training do the staff at South Wigston High School have in relation to 

students with Special Educational Needs? 
 
Ms Trolley will ensure that all necessary staff are aware of students’ specific special 
educational needs. She and the Vice Principal for Teaching and Learning, work closely 
together to plan staff training throughout the year. This thorough training programme ensures 
teachers’ understanding of strategies to support and identify vulnerable students and their 
knowledge of SEND is up-to-date. This training is run by school staff with specialist 
experience as well as by external agencies. Our Support Mentors, Teaching Assistants and 
Intervention Leaders work with teaching staff to ensure that students with SEN can access 
the curriculum. Examples of whole school training includes Autism Awareness, Attachment 
Disorders, Literacy, and Language and Communication. 
The SENCO has additional qualifications in Leading Good Autism Practice, Certificate in 
Psychometric Assessment and Leadership in Dyslexia.  
The Assistant SENCO oversees medical and physical needs, such as diabetes and visual 
impairment. 
Support staff have received training in medical needs and personal care. 
 
 
 



8. How does South Wigston High School get more specialist help for students if they 
need it? 

 
In our school when a student continues to make less than expected progress, despite support 
and interventions that are matched to their area of need, we will consider involving specialists 
or external agencies. Whenever we think specialists should be involved we seek parents’ 
permission first. Following an annual review or assessment with a specialist we will share 
what was discussed and/or agreed with the parents and teachers of the student. 
 
Students with SEND have their outcomes met by following a strategic plan of action. This can 
involve: 

• Bespoke timetables 
• Specialist equipment (as advised by specialist teams) 
• Access arrangements for assessments 
• Interventions  
• Key workers, tutors and counsellors 

 
These will be secured through EHCP, pupil premium and catch up fund budgets. 
 
 
If we feel a student needs more specialist help we can work with the following people to get 
this: 
Agency 
 

Who they work with How they get in touch 

Specialist 
Teaching 
Service 

The Specialist Teaching Service 
work with schools and other 
educational settings to help pupils 
with cognition and learning 
difficulties achieve to the best of their 
abilities. 

https://resources.leicestershire.gov.u
k/specialist-teaching-services 

Educational 
Psychology 
Service 

Educational Psychology provides 
professional psychological services 
for children, young people and 
families in a wide range of 
educational and community settings. 
They use the expertise of 
psychological theory and research to 
develop an understanding of even 
the most complex situations, 
addressing a wide range of child and 
adolescent developmental issues, 
including special educational needs. 

https://www.leicestershire.gov.uk/edu
cation-and-children 

Autism and 
Learning 
Service 

The Autism Outreach Service are an 
educational service working in 
schools and settings to support 
children and young people on the 
Autistic Spectrum (AS) and its 
associated difficulties, including the 
reduction of stress and anxiety 
amongst children and families with 
an AS Disorder. 
 

https://resources.leicestershire.gov.u
k/specialist-teaching-services/autism-
outreach-service 

Specialist 
teaching 

This a team of specialist staff 
working with children and young 
people with hearing or visual 

https://resources.leicestershire.gov.u
k/specialist-teaching-services/vision-



Service: Hi 
and VI Teams 

impairment at all stages of their 
educational development; in homes, 
early years settings, mainstream 
schools, special schools and 
colleges. Their purpose is to 
minimise the impact of a sensory 
impairment on a pupil’s learning and 
development and to raise 
attainment. 
 

support-service/vision-support-
service 

Speech and 
Language 
therapy 
Service 

The Children’s Speech and 
Language Therapy Department 
provides a county wide service to 
children and young people with 
communication difficulties. They are 
there to: 
- Assess the communication skills of 
the child to identify areas in which 
they need help 
- Work with families to identify how 
best to help the children 
communicate to their full potential 
- Work with the child individually or in 
groups, dependent upon their needs. 
- Support parents or school staff 
where there is a need to 
communicate more effectively with 
children, by helping them to adapt 
the way in which they give 
information 
 

http://www.leicspart.nhs.uk/_OurServ
ices-
SpeechandLanguageTherapy.aspx 

Child and 
Adolescent 
mental Health 
Service 
(CAMHs) 

Leicestershire is a large county with 
a range of Child and Adolescent 
Mental Health Services (CAMHS) 
that aim to support, help and 
intervene with children and young 
people who are experiencing 
emotional and mental health 
problems. Services are provided by 
a range of staff including Social 
Workers, Psychiatrists, Mental 
Health Nurses, Primary Care Mental 
Health Workers, Psychologists and 
other therapists. 
 

http://www.leicspart.nhs.uk/_OurServ
icesAZ-
ChildandAdolescentMentalHealthSer
viceCAMHS.aspx 

Children’s 
Services 

Concerns about student’s wellbeing 
and 
safety. 

https://www.leicestershire.gov.uk/edu
cation-and-children/social-care-and-
supporting-families 

Special 
Educational 
Needs 
Assessment 
Service 

SENA, the Special Educational 
Needs Assessment Service, is 
responsible for the administration of 
the procedures related to the 
assessment and the issuing of the 
Education and Health Care Plan 

https://www.leicestershire.gov.uk/edu
cation-and-children/special-
educational-needs-and-
disability/education-and-
childcare/get-help-with-your-childs-
progress/assessment 



(EHCP) of children by Leicestershire 
County Council. 
 

 
9. How are parents of children with Special Educational Needs and Disability 

involved in the education of their child? How are students with SEND involved in 
their own education? 

 
South Wigston High School will provide a report on their child’s progress at strategic times in 
the year. Where a student is receiving SEND support Ms Trolley, or a member of the Learning 
Development team, will be in contact with parents to talk about their child’s needs and the 
activities and support they will receive to help them make progress. These discussions will 
help us identify the responsibility the parent, students and the school have towards the best 
outcomes for the student. We hope that these discussions will strengthen the impact of the 
support we give in school by increasing parental engagement. If we think a student with SEND 
needs extra support from outside specialists, parents will always be asked for their 
permission. Students will always be included in discussions about their needs, targets and 
progress. 
 
 
10. What support is available for improving the emotional and social development of 

these students? 
 
Students with SEND will always have a safe and inclusive area to go to within South Wigston 
High School if they are not happy or have particular worries or concerns. Students with SEND 
will regularly attend intervention and social sessions in Learning Development and will know 
Ms Trolley and her team very well. Along with their Key Worker, they will always have 
someone to talk to. This will ensure their views are heard and incorporated into their Learning 
Development profiles. 
Some students have a Boxall profile that is used to plan and implement support, such as 
emotional resilience and emotional language programmes. 
Students with SEMH receive small group and 1:1 interventions to support them with 
emotional resilience and social skills. The SENCO is in regular contact with medical teams, 
such as CAMHS and GPs and Paediatricians 
 
11. If a parent of a child with Special Educational Needs and Disability is concerned 

about the support in school, how does the Principal/governing body deal with the 
complaint? 

 
At South Wigston High School we will always work closely with you to try and solve any 
worries or complaints you may have about your child. You may contact Ms Trolley directly 
who will endeavour to deal with any issues as a matter of urgency. This will be through face 
to face meetings or phone calls. We may also invite other professionals and staff to meetings 
who know the student well. 
 If you are not entirely happy you should contact the Principal, Mrs Webb, who will work with 
you to resolve the issue. 
The SEND link Governor is Mrs Debbie Knight 
The Complaints Policy can be found on the school website. 
 
 
12. How does the governing body involve other people in meeting the needs of 

students with Special Educational Needs, including support for their families? 
 



The governing body has a duty to ensure that the school adheres to the SEND Code of 
practice under the Children & Families Act 2014. This means that the school governors hold 
the Principal, Mrs Webb, and the SENCO to account. 
 
The governing body appoints a governor who is specifically responsible for Special 
Educational Needs and Disabilities. Our SEND governor is currently Mrs Knights, she 
ensures that the school and the SENCO carry out their duties. 
 
One of the key responsibilities of the governing body is to make sure that the schools policy 
for students with SEND is published on the school website. This information must be reviewed 
annually by the governing body. The governing body also has a responsibility to ensure that 
appropriate safeguarding procedures are in place for all students, including those with SEND. 
 
The governing body, through the SENCO, ensures that other appropriate agencies are 
involved in meeting the needs of students with SEN. The SENCO reports regularly to the 
governing body regarding the number of students and their additional needs. 

 
13. Who are the support services that can help parents with students who have 

Special Educational Needs? 
 

Agency 
 

Who they work with How they get in touch 

Specialist 
Teaching 
Service 

The Specialist Teaching Service work with 
schools and other educational settings to 
help pupils with cognition and learning 
difficulties achieve to the best of their 
abilities. 

https://resources.leicestershire.
gov.uk/specialist-teaching-
services 

Educational 
Psychology 
Service 

Educational Psychology provides 
professional psychological services for 
children, young people and families in a 
wide range of educational and community 
settings. They use the expertise of 
psychological theory and research to 
develop an understanding of even the 
most complex situations, addressing a 
wide range of child and adolescent 
developmental issues, including special 
educational needs. 

https://www.leicestershire.gov.u
k/education-and-children 

Autism 
Outreach 
Service 

The Autism Outreach Service are an 
educational service working in schools 
and settings to support children and young 
people on the Autistic Spectrum (AS) and 
its associated difficulties, including the 
reduction of stress and anxiety amongst 
children and families with an AS Disorder. 
 

https://resources.leicestershire.
gov.uk/specialist-teaching-
services/autism-outreach-
service 

Child and 
Adolescent 
mental Health 
Service 
(CAMHs) 

Leicestershire is a large county with a 
range of Child and Adolescent Mental 
Health Services (CAMHS) that aim to 
support, help and intervene with children 
and young people who are experiencing 
emotional and mental health problems. 
Services are provided by a range of staff 

http://www.leicspart.nhs.uk/_Ou
rServicesAZ-
ChildandAdolescentMentalHeal
thServiceCAMHS.aspx 



including Social Workers, Psychiatrists, 
Mental Health Nurses, Primary Care 
Mental Health Workers, Psychologists 
and other therapists. 
 

Children’s 
Services 

Concerns about student’s wellbeing and 
safety. 

https://www.leicestershire.gov.u
k/education-and-children/social-
care-and-supporting-families 

Special 
Educational 
Needs 
Assessment 
Service 

SENA, the Special Educational Needs 
Assessment Service, is responsible for 
the administration of the procedures 
related to the assessment and issuing of 
the Education and Health Care Plan 
(EHCP) of children by Leicestershire 
County Council. 
 

https://www.leicestershire.gov.u
k/education-and-
children/special-educational-
needs-and-disability/education-
and-childcare/get-help-with-
your-childs-
progress/assessment 

Parent 
Partnership 

Parent Partnership Services (PPS) offer 
advice and support to parents and carers 
of children and young people with special 
educational needs. They are statutory 
services which means there has to be one 
in every local authority. 

They are free, impartial and confidential 
services. 

0116 305 5614 
parent-partnership-
service@leics.gov.uk 
 

Early Help There are times when children, young 
people and families may need extra 
support. Targeted early help services 
such as family support, targeted youth 
support or an early help assessment is a 
way of getting additional support to a 
family when they need it to help stop 
issues from escalating. 
 

0116 454 5899 
early-help@leicester.gov.uk 
 

SENDIASS SENDIASS (formally Parent Partnership 
Scheme) 
is an independent service that offers free, 
confidential and impartial information, 
advice and support to parents and carers 
of young people aged 0-25 with special 
educational needs or disabilities (SEND) 
as well as young people themselves. 
 

0116 257 5027 
https://www.sendiassleicester.o
rg.uk/contact-us 
 

Publications 
 

Special Educational Needs (SEN) – A 
guide for parents and carers Published 1 
September 2009 
Special Educational Needs Code of 
Practice 
 

Both are available from: 
www.direct.gov.uk 
 

 
 

14. How does South Wigston High School support students with Special Educational 
Needs and Disability through transition? 

 
South Wigston High School works with schools, colleges and other settings to support 
students through transition from one educational setting to another. 



 
If your child is moving from Primary to Secondary school, we will work with the SENCO and 
class teacher at the Primary school to ensure that we understand your child’s needs and can 
plan for them when they moves to us. Sometimes we will attend annual review meetings at 
primary schools and specialist service meetings to help us gather all the relevant information. 
We will also arrange extra visits to South Wigston High School to help with your child’s 
transition. 
 
For students with EHCPs, the school’s careers lead person will be invited to the annual 
reviews of students in KS4. This is to ensure a thorough plan is in place for the student to 
attend college open days, prepare for interviews and consider travel arrangements. 
 
As your child approaches the end of their time at South Wigston High School we will work 
with him to ensure them has high aspirations about employment and further education. 
Discussions about students’ futures will focus on what they want to achieve and the best way 
we can support them. Helping them consider the right post-16 option is part of this planning. 
In Year 10 our Careers Advisor will support students to explore courses and places of study. 
In Year 11 the school will work to ensure students have firm plans for their post-16 options. 
Any information about previous SEN provision will be shared by the SENCO with the further 
education or training providers. 
 
 
 

15. How can I find the Leicestershire Local Authority’s Local Offer? 
 
For more information on Leicestershire Local Authority’s Local Offer and other support you 
can receive go to http://www.leicestershire.gov.uk/local-offer, they can also be found on 
Facebook . 

Local Offer Leicester provides you with information and advice about special educational 
needs and disabilities (SEND) and details of services that can support children and 
young people with SEND, aged 0-25, in Leicester 

https://mychoice.leicester.gov.uk/Categories/3/Local-Offer  

 
The school SEN policy is reviewed annually and revised in discussion with parents/carers, 
pupils, staff and governors. 
You can get a copy of the school SEN Policy from the school website: 
www.southwigston.leics.sch.uk 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

https://mychoice.leicester.gov.uk/Categories/3/Local-Offer
http://www.southwigston.leics.sch.uk/


Special Educational Needs  Covid-19 Addendum 
 

Our school aims to continually be an inclusive school. We endeavour to remove barriers to learning 
that can hinder or exclude individual pupils, or groups of pupils.   

This means that equality of opportunity must be a reality for our children.  Every child continues to 
receive their entitlement to a full, balanced curriculum and the needs of each individual child are still 
recognised and met using a variety of pastoral approaches and differentiated teaching, in 
partnership with parents and other professionals.  

However, it is necessary during the Covid-19 pandemic, to make some unavoidable adjustments to 
the SEN policy during this time to keep everybody in the school safe.  These measures are taken 
from The Local Education Authority guidelines and school Governing body expectations. 
 

These adjustments are set out below:  

 The SENCo, working alongside the Local Education Authority, will maintain up to date annual 
reviews for EHCP pupils to reflect any changes in circumstances. However, it may be necessary for 
meetings to be held remotely, where possible, rather than face to face. 

The Learning Development team, through regular phone call contact will engage proactively with 
parents and carers to support pupils with SEND with their emotional wellbeing and engagement in 
learning.  

A Learning Support Assistant is placed within each year team support base, alongside the pastoral 
team, to help provide support, guidance and advice to teachers, and to ensure the needs of the 
SEND students are met. This might include checking into classrooms, providing nurture or well 
being checks, support with organisational skills, and/or ensuring equipment and resources are 
available for the students. 

Coronavirus (COVID-19) makes it more difficult for school to provide the specified special 
educational and health provision within an EHC plan or student profile. Possible reasons why this 
might be more difficult are: 

• The following of social distancing guidelines disrupts schools normal 1:1 or small group 
provision making some interventions impractical; 

• The resources to secure the provision are reduced, for example because of illness, self-
isolation or the need to direct staff resource at responding to the pressures generated by the 
pandemic;  

• To ensure the safety of all our students and staff, and to ensure we are adhering to ‘track 
and trace’ advice, the number of external visitors is reduced. 

 

However, we will ensure that specific external services required for additional support, for example 
around students with physical needs will continue.  
 

Coronavirus (COVID-19) is limiting the level of service that can be provided by Educational 
Psychologists who provide advice and information for SEN pupils.  The SENCo is liaising with these 
services remotely and passing advice and guidance onto staff and parents as usual. 
 

Staff training continues to be of paramount importance to the school, and where possible a highly 
structured and informative CPD schedule remains in place that is held remotely within school, or 
jointly as part of the Learning Without Limits Trust commitment. 

 


