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MARKING AND FEEDBACK STATEMENT 
 

Rationale 

The marking of students’ work is an essential part of monitoring their progress, providing 
teachers with detailed knowledge of where students are, and what they need to do to progress 
further in their learning.  
 
Feedback should enable all students to improve their work and feel that their work is valued, 
recognising achievement and shaping future learning. Marking and Feedback should enable 
students to have valuable learning experiences, allowing for opportunities to improve work 
and aid deeper understanding and progress. 
 
 
Effective feedback is essential to high quality learning and teaching and to ensuring high levels 
of progress. The Sutton Trust suggests that one of the most effective uses of a teacher’s time 
is in giving good feedback which should be specific and encouraging.  
 Procedure 
There is an expectation thatstudents’ written work will be marked thoroughly at least every 
three weeks. There may be some variation in this to reflect the particular circumstances of 
each curriculum area.  
 
We believe there should be a degree of commonality across the school. 

•  Marked work should be signed and dated using pink pen. 
• A range of marking strategies should be employed by the teacher. 
• At least ten lines of longer pieces of prose should be marked for literacy using our 

‘Marking Key.’ 
• Key subject specific words or language should be marked for literacy. 
• A narrative of developmental comments should build up, running through each 

student’s work. 
• There should be praise for the student’s effort. 
• Students should be rewarded, using the school’s rewards system, for exceptional 

effort, progress or attainment. 
• Students should be acknowledged for what they have done well, showing the 

strengths, using clear criteria: This is known as WWW (What Went Well). 
• Students should receive clear targeted guidance about how to move forward: This is 

known as EBI (Even Better If). 
• Students should be given opportunities to respond to developmental advice using a 

green pen. A variety of different DART activities should be used to do this.  
• On a regular basis students should be made aware of how their work relates to levels 

or grades. 
• The use of stickers and stampers is encouraged. 
• Each department is responsible for publishing any subject specific variations to the 

marking and assessment procedures.  



 

Presentation in Books and Folders 

All exercise books, assessment folders, portfolios should display high levels of presentation. 
There should be no graffiti on book covers or inside books. All books/folders should clearly 
show the student’s target grade. 

 

Quality Assurance 

Marking and Feedback is included in the Quality Assurance Schedule which is published in 
the Staff Handbook each year. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  



 

 

 

 

Your teacher will use these symbols when they mark your work. Use this key to help 
you understand how your work has been marked and to help you respond. 

 
 

Symbol     Meaning 
 sp _____   When a word is underlined and sp is written in 

the margin you have made a spelling mistake. 

                  (It may be corrected for you in the margin. 
Check it carefully. Copy it out 5 times in green.)  

// You should have started a new paragraph. 

? This doesn’t make sense. Check it and correct 
it. 

^                  There is a word or letter missing.  

P You have missed some punctuation or have 
used it incorrectly.  

T You have used the wrong tense. 

O If a letter is circled, then you have made a 
capital letter error.  

SS Check your sentence structure and improve it. 

exp Try to explain in more detail. 

ww You have used the wrong word. This could be a 
homophone error, e.g. their/they’re/there. 

WWW This stands for ‘What went well...’ 

EBI This stands for ‘Even better if...’ 

 
 

South Wigston’s Marking Key 

 


