
Consultation – Joining the Learning without Limits Academy Trust 

Website Statement 

You may recall that a while ago the Governing Body started to look into the options for 

South Wigston High school to join a Multi Academy trust (MAT). During this time we 

started to work with The Learning without Limits Academy Trust (LwLAT), a relatively 

new Trust based locally with a desire to serve the communities of Leicestershire and 

Leicester City. Having now worked informally with LwLAT for the last two years, the 

Governing Body now feel that the time is right to become a full member of LwLAT. 

We believe that LwLAT’s vision, values and the partnership approach is in keeping 

with our own ethos and way of working.  There are great advantages that can be 

gained from working with a Trust that is committed to the Leicestershire area and to 

local schools and we really feel that our students and the school community will make 

long term gains by us formalising this relationship.  More information about LwLAT can 

be found on their website www.lwlat.org.uk  

In order to join a LwLAT, South Wigston High School will convert and change its status 

from a Single Academy Trust to become an Academy within the MAT.  The joining 

with other schools as part of a MAT allows us to continue our pursuit of an outstanding 

education for all our students whilst allowing us to benefit from economies of scale, 

such as in purchasing services. 

As part of the decision making process, our Governing Body is committed to 

undertaking full consultation with the local community, as well as other stakeholders 

and will take your views into account before any final decision is taken.  The purpose 

of this website statement is to highlight the proposal that South Wigston High School 

formally joins the Learning without Limits Academy Trust and to explain how you can 

take part in the consultation. 

In addition to this website statement you will find some frequently asked questions 

below, which explains the practical and governance changes associated with 

converting from a Single Academy Trust to a MAT.  The formal consultation process 

begins today (Monday 20th July 2020) and will conclude after a six week period on 

Tuesday 1st September.  Members of the local community can contribute comments 

via our online consultation at swhs@southwigston.leics.sch.uk. 

We are very excited to share this new development with you and we are keen to hear 

your thoughts and opinions as part of the consultation process. 

 

Yours faithfully, 

 

 

 

Mrs Sue Webb    Mr Paul Godsmark 

Headteacher                                Chair of Governors 

http://www.lwlat.org.uk/


Consultation: Frequently asked questions 

What is an Academy? 

An Academy is a state-funded school, which operates independently within the 

requirements of national codes of practice for state schools.  However, unlike a state 

school it receives its funding directly from central government rather than through a 

local authority.  Academy schools have greater control of their own futures and are 

able to make use of some additional freedoms. 

 

What is a Multi-Academy Trust? 

Schools have a choice to become “standalone” academies or join other schools in a 

Multi-Academy Trust (MAT).  Over time however, it has been recognised that 

standalone Academies are at risk of becoming isolated and are not able to benefit 

from the economies of scale associated with working with other partners.  The MAT 

model involves a group of Academies forming a ‘Multi- Academy Trust’ which enables 

schools in the Trust to share school improvement strategies, resources and services 

more effectively and to provide consistent and continuous support for all students in 

every school.  

 

Why is South Wigston High School wanting to join Learning without Limits 

Academy Trust rather than other MATs? 

A common feature of both our school and LwLAT is our desire to work with others and 

give our children the broadest range of opportunities as possible.  LwLAT works with 

both primary and secondary schools in the local area and has a strong moral purpose 

to raise educational standards within all the schools it works with.  

 

What will change? 

We have worked closely with LwLAT for two years and we are confident that our 

systems and processes are already aligned with theirs.  Furthermore we know that our 

own vision, values and ethos are closely aligned with LwLAT making this a strong 

relationship from the outset.  Having already developed our relationship with LwLAT, 

South Wigston High School will continue to benefit from a well-designed school 

improvement system and will continue to get support for functions such as H.R., 

finance and estates management.  

Being part of a MAT is about working together with a group of likeminded schools. This 

working together is about helping to improve the quality of teaching and the curriculum, 

providing greater opportunities for leadership and development of teachers and 

delivering greater efficiency and effectiveness in the use of financial and management 

resources.  



The Governance structures differ between MATs, however under the new 

arrangements South Wigston High School will retain its governing body to continue to 

carry out some of its existing duties. The main difference however upon joining the 

MAT, will be that the responsibility for school performance moves from the Governing 

Body to the LwLAT board of Trustees. Operationally in reality, this will make little 

difference to the way in which we operate, and if anything will strengthen the current 

governance arrangements that are in place. We will still have local representation of 

the Local Governing Body and this will help to ensure that we remain at the heart of 

the community we serve. 

A number of other elements will also remain unchanged. We will still be bound by the 

statutory codes for Special Educational Needs and we have no plans to substantively 

change the admissions criteria and catchment areas for the school.  There are no 

changes to the start and finish times or length of the school day and no change to the 

school’s policy on student discipline or the school uniform. We will continue to work 

closely in partnership with other local schools especially our feeder primary schools of 

Parkland, Glen Hills and Fairfield. The commitment to wider partnership working will 

remain and is in fact a key feature of LwLAT. 

 


